INVITATION TO

Tampere Peace Research Institute’s seminar on
INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT MEDIATION 
AT THE CROSSROADS
Tampere Hall, Friday 16th April, 2010
What is the role of traditional peace mediation in the context of a changing international framework and what can be achieved by international mediation? Notably, changes have taken place in the more recent unfolding of conflicts, and this presents peace mediation and the efforts of negotiation with considerable challenges. Simultaneously the UN has improved its own organization, the EU has included mediation into its agenda and many small and middle sized countries, such as Norway, have turned mediation into an integral part of their foreign policy. Overall, a rather flexible and multifaceted diplomacy is on its way of supplanting the traditional state-centric diplomacy. It may further be noted that a number of countries lean on cooperation with NGOs or even outsource their contribution to mediation to the NGOs. It appears that the models applied in the sphere of mediation vary and one of the aims of the seminar is to ponder on the options available for the policies pursued by Finland. The overall aim of the seminar is to address these issues from the perspective of peace research and to do that in a context that brings together various actors with practical experience in the filed as well as scholars, research institutes and NGOs engaged in mediation. 
The Seminar is part of TAPRI’s 40th anniversary celebration.
Program 
9:45 


Coffee

10:15 – 10:30 

Opening
Tuomo Melasuo, Professor, Research Director, TAPRI

Introductory remarks by Marko Lehti, Senior Research Fellow, TAPRI
10:30-11:45 
Session 1:  On the Interface between the Public and the Private: Challenges of Conflict Mediation
Antje Herrberg, Director & Senior Mediation Advisor, Crisis Management Initiative (CMI): Limits and Tensions in Peace Making: The Case for a Comprehensive Approach in Peace Mediation
Stein Tønnesson, Research Professor, International Peace Research Institute (PRIO): Facilitation of Peace Processes: The Role of Small and Medium Sized States
11:45-12:45

Lunch

12:45-14:00 
Session 2: On the Interface between the Public and the Private: Lessons To Be Learned
Timo Kivimäki, Professor, University of Copenhagen, Can Non-governmental and Governmental Actors Support Each Other? Lessons from Southeast Asian Peace Processes
Karin Aggestam, Director and Associate Professor, University of Lund, Mediating Asymmetrical Conflict: Insights from the Middle East Peace Process
14:00-14:15

 Coffee

14:15-15:15 
Session 3:  Roundtable on the Finnish Policies of Peace Mediation (in Finnish)
Chair: Pertti Joenniemi, Senior Research Fellow, Danish Institute for International Studies,  participants: Jussi Ojala, Director of Peace Mediation, Finn Church Aid; Tuija Talvitie, Director of Crisis Management Initiative and Kai Sauer, Director, Unit for UN and General Global Affairs, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland. 
15:15 – 15:45 

Session 4: Lessons To Be Learned (in Finnish).
Pekka Haavisto, Member of Parliament of Finland
For further information, please feel free to contact Marko Lehti (marko.lehti@uta.fi, 040-1901595)

Coffee will be served before the seminar, starting at 10:15. Lunch included. We kindly ask you to confirm your participation at the latest on Monday 12th April. Registration to Marja.Kannisto@uta.fi 
See full program on TAPRI’s homepage www.uta.fi/tapri 
